AN EARNEST PLEA

1o the Florida Education Association and the Florida School Boards Association:

Please don’t evict 68,000 poor children
from schools where they are thriving

-

[N OUR CHillDREy _
4 ARETHE
FUTURE | POWER 'tn =

o ceneraTion TS R B ==

~ : . ‘ : \'\D
= [J[X0 ¥ d \CE (== :
68 4‘:“1 L()\I\EMY l’“‘l 1 f o & 4 fl U\UDE\\“Mﬁ TAKEAI%Ag }

t£ v % el P e W R - L Ryt

More than 5,500 low-income parents, students, educators and activists marched to the state Capitol in support of the
Florida Tax Credit Scholarship Program ini2010

A lawsuit filed in late August by the Florida Education Association (FEA) and Florida School
Boards Association (FSBA) seeks to uproot 68,000 low-income students from schools that are
working for them across the state. These children, who were once among the state’s poorest
academic performers, are now succeeding. The catalyst for their newfound success, the Florida
Tax Credit Scholarship Program, is now under legal attack.

Why would the FEA and FSBA attack a scholarship program for
children from economically disadvantaged, primarily African-
American and Hispanic families?
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The Florida Tax Credit Scholarship Program encourages private, Wh€ re she th rives

voluntary contributions to fund school scholarships for poor
children in Florida. Scholarship funding is provided by corporations
that receive a tax credit for contributions to the program, not state

budget dollars.

academically, socially
and emotionally.
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Here are the facts about students who benefit from Tax Credit \% h} \V()U.ld ﬂﬂ} onc

Scholarships:

Faith Manuel and her daughter want to take th?lt

* They live in households that are only 5 percent above
the poverty line.

* More than two-thirds are African-American or Hispanic. SChOlZlf ShipS are \VOfkiﬁg? b b

* More than half live in single-parent homes.

away from her when we know these

- Faith Manuel, an Ormond Beach scholarship parent
An attorney for the two organizations said he wants the courts to

throw out the 13-year-old Tax Credit Scholarship Program because
it has reached a “tipping point,” even though it serves fewer than
3 percent of Florida schoolchildren and its funding is less than 2
percent of what is spent on public schools. Public school spending
has increased 40 percent since the scholarship program was created. ~ Research also shows that the more children who leave a public

These students face the greatest education obstacles and tend to
have the fewest options.

school with a scholarship, the larger the learning gains for the
children who remain at those public schools. This program is
actually helping improve public school performance.

A half-million Florida students now choose from five different
privately operated education options: charter schools, Voluntary
Pre-Kindergarten, McKay Scholarships, Tax Credit Scholarships
and Personal Learning Accounts for students with special needs. Also, five independent and state agencies have reported that the
All these programs are in jeopardy if this suit is not dropped. program offers significant savings for Florida taxpayers. The State
Revenue Estimating Conference projected a 2012-13 savings of

Academic research is clear — parental choice benefits both students on nearly $58 million.

the program and those in public schools. A Northwestern University

study showed that students who used the Tax Credit Scholarship were ~ This program doesn’t compete with public education;
among the worst performers in the public schools they left. But once it complements it. The program offers options to children
in the program, they achieved the same reading and math gains as who need them the most. Don’t take these options away.
students of all income levels nationally, including wealthy ones.

On behalf of 68,000 low-income, mostly African-American and Hispanic
students, we urge the FEA and FSBA to drop this misguided lawsuit now.
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FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT
SaveOurScholarships.com
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